
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:  SV196 Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 
 
From:  Jason D. Henry, District Superintendent 
 
Re:  Friday Afternoon Update 
 
Date:  March 27, 2020 
 
 
 
Here are some school-related updates/reminders since my last note to you. 
 
Food Distribution 
 

• Food distribution (1 package; breakfast & lunch) began on Monday, March 23, 
2020. 

• Food will be distributed each day from 10:30 AM – 11:15 AM. 
• Food distribution sites are as follows: 

o Sesser Park   Housing Area 
o Gilbert Funeral Home  Bates Campground/Stringers 
o Blue Bird Café 

• If you want to sign your child(ren) up for our food distribution program, please 
call the school to be added to the list. 

• If you previously signed your child(ren) up for our food distribution and no 
longer want/need to participate, please call the school and update our food 
distribution personnel.  We don’t want to waste food that isn’t picked up at the 
distribution sites. 

• All children 18 years of age or younger are eligible for food. 
• Head Cook Robin Hottensen and ACR Supervisor Nick Wingo are coordinating 

our food distribution program.  When time permits, please encourage them as they 
work to help our district’s families. 

 



Continuity of Learning 
 
The most frequent question/comment that I’ve received this week is about home-based 
remote learning.  Most parents that I’ve talked with this week said that they’ve gained a 
new appreciation for their child’s teachers, and that they feel inadequate to help their 
child with schoolwork at home.  In every case, I’ve asked the same question: “Are you 
doing your best?” 
 
If you ask yourself that question, and the answer is, “yes,” then that’s the best that can be 
done in the current COVID-19 situation.  Please let me assure you:  if you’re doing the 
best you can with your child’s schoolwork at home, that will be fine.  This is a situation 
that none of us have dealt with before, and, sometimes, it’s frustrating.  We’re feeling 
frustrated at times, too.  In this situation, we’re going to do our best—together—and get 
through the 2019-2020 school year.  We will undoubtedly learn some unexpected lessons 
along the way (e.g. social-distancing, “flattening the curve,” how to do chores around the 
house, etc.).  Make the most of this time! 
 
Connection 
 
Even though learning is very important, our biggest emphasis over the next few 
days/weeks is keeping connected with our students.  Although we can’t be with them 
every day as usual, we want to make sure that our students know that 1) we’re here for 
them, 2) we want what’s best for them, and 3) we love them. 
 
You can help us convey this message.  As your child(ren) begin the remote-learning 
process, please continue to share photos and stories on social media using the hashtags 
“#maroonstrongertogether” and “#ILschoolsstepup.” 
 
Make a Plan 
 
Right now, we are scheduled to return to school on April 8th.  Whether or not that will 
happen is uncertain.  What I am sure of is this—now is the time to make a contingency 
plan for your family.  Now is the time to make childcare arrangements, just-in-case.  As 
you plan, you should consider what you will do for childcare if this situation lasts beyond 
April 8th. 
 
Thank you for all that you’re doing as we push through COVID-19 together. 


